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Charles Hawkins’ opportunity with the Arizona Cardinals
worth the wait

Charles Hawkins knew going to a small college without much fanfare meant he might not get drafted.

He waited, round after round, and never heard his name. One name he did hear was Ryan Swope, a
fellow wide receiver from Texas A&M — selected by the Cardinals.

Undrafted, Hawkins watched as fellow free agents signed with teams.

More than three weeks went by before Hawkins received a call from the Cardinals. They were suffering
from various injuries, including an Achilles injury to Javone Lawson and another concussion to Swope.

They needed a guy with speed. As his former coach at Southern University, current Cardinals running-
backs coach Stump Mitchell had brought up Hawkins’ name during scouting meetings. He brought up
his name again when injuries started to set in.

The Cardinals signed Hawkins May 21, and the day before Hawkins took the field for his first training
camp, the Cardinals placed Swope on the reserved/retired list due to a growing list of concussions.

The wide-receiver depth chart was starting to open up for Hawkins, who was now occasionally lined up
against high-school teammate Tyrann Mathieu in practice.

“In high school, Charles was one of those guys I looked up to,” Mathieu said. “He was a big-time track
star in New Orleans. He had everything that other football players wanted: speed, ball skills.”

If Hawkins, who ran a 4.34 40-yard dash before the draft, is going to make the final cut, he’ll have to
get it done with practice.

Yes, we’re talking about practice, but more specifically practice habits.

“I need to focus, concentrate more and take coaching (criticism) well,” Hawkins said last week after a
practice at University of Phoenix Stadium. “Some days I come out here and my legs are gone, my legs or
my mind’s gone, so you got to keep coming out here and watch those guys, watch how they practice,
just keep focusing and getting better.”

Those guys he’s talking about are the ones ahead of him on the depth chart. Larry Fitzgerald, Michael
Floyd and Andre Roberts have been taking reps with Carson Palmer on the first team. Their sideline
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catches and down-the-field grabs elicit loud cheers from the crowds, but what Hawkins focuses on is
not so much what they’re doing but how they’re doing it.

Hawkins said he’s trying to focus on how they practice so he can learn from them in order to better his
own habits. That includes forgetting how his college West Coast system was run. The Cardinals run
plays that look the same, but the philosophy is different.

For Mitchell, that’s one of the biggest things he believes the rookie needs to work on.

“He’s got to understand where he’s supposed to line up on the field,” said Mitchell, who works with
Hawkins on the return game. “You see flashes where he can do some stuff, but in the National Football
League you cannot repeat the same mistakes over and over. We don’t have time for that. You have to
pick up the systems fast and he’s a little slow right now picking up the system.

“I know he can be a hell of a player if he can get it down.”

Head coach Bruce Arians said he sees the practice problems, too, but he’s glad the Cardinals have
Hawkins.

“He does a really good job, especially in the slot,” Arians said. “He’s got to develop some consistency
in his practice, but has flashes enough to get your attention.”
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Starter: Carson Palmer.

Backups: Drew Stanton, Ryan Lindley, Caleb TerBush.
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