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Phoenix Coyotes’ prospect Connor Murphy hopes
injuries are in past

First it was a stress fracture in his back before the draft. Then arthroscopic
knee surgery months after the draft. Then another knee surgery days after
winning gold at the 2013 World Junior Hockey Championships.

Now, the 2011 first-round draft pick is healthy and skating through drills at the
Coyotes prospect developmental camp with the intention to keep it that way.

“It’s great to be able to have a full summer of being healthy,” said Connor
Murphy, who was taken 20th overall. “Unfortunately I had knee surgery after the
World Junior in winter and it was obviously tough as every injury is sitting out
portions of the year, but it just makes you realize how hard you have to work.”

His second junior hockey season shortened due to injury, the 6-foot-4, 205-
pound defenseman had 18 points for the Sarnia Sting last season in the Ontario
Hockey League.

“All we’ve told him is, ‘Listen, the good news is hopefully you’re getting this all
out of your career before it gets going,’ ” said Brad Treliving, vice president of
hockey operations and assistant general manager. “Connor’s a big guy. He
works extremely hard. He’s a guy you really root for because he’s got all those
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intangibles you look for. (He has) excellent character, he’s a driven young man
and you know, it’s just a matter now of him staying healthy and going out and
playing.”

While the injuries have provided constant hurdles, Murphy does have the
advantage of an NHL bloodline. His father, Gord, played 14 seasons in the
league and is now a coach with the Florida Panthers.

“The one thing about a former player’s son is they know the lifestyle, they know
what to expect in an NHL situation,” Coyotes coach Dave Tippett said.

“They go through a lot, they learn a lot from their dad and, just being around
the NHL situation, they know what to expect. So in some senses I think it’s an
advantage point.”

Murphy was the first in a string of three Phoenix first-round picks (Henrik
Samuelsson in 2012 and Max Domi in 2013) who grew up with a hockey dad.

“We just do a lot of drills to help me progress and develop,” Murphy said. “So I’m really fortunate to have
him, an NHL coach at that level, to know what I need to execute and get better at to make it here.”

As with any of the players on the ice for the developmental camp, Murphy will attend the main training camp
in September seeking a Coyotes roster spot.

If Murphy doesn’t make the team, Treliving said he’ll take his versatility to Portland (Maine) to play in the
American Hockey League.

“He plays an important position,” Treliving said. “Guys like that with his skill set, his size (and his)
intelligence, they’re hard to find. So we look at him as a guy down the road you hope he’s going to be able
to play in a lot of different situations, match up against top players and be an important player.”
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