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UP NEXT:
D-Backs vs. Padres
When: Friday at 6:40 p.m.
Where: Chase Field.
TV: FSAZ.
Radio: 620 AM, 106.9 FM, 710
AM.
Pitchers: Diamondbacks RHP
Randall Delgado (2-3, 3.43) vs.
Padres LHP Eric Stults (8-8, 3.45).
Roof hotline: 602-462-6262. 
Notable: Delgado tossed 5 2/3
innings of shutout ball on Sunday
against the Giants. He has yet to
allow more than three earned runs
in any of his seven starts in the
majors this season. Opponents are
hitting .314 with a .346 on-base
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Good mitt commands loyalty, even passion for Arizona
Diamondbacks players

Most kids wear them until they’re only splices of frayed leather held
together by a single fiber, with their names faded away after years of
use.

The glove is the most important part of a baseball player’s uniform. To
some, it’s just another piece of equipment to put in the bag and take to
the next ballpark, but to others, there’s something special about a
glove that makes it theirs.

For Diamondbacks infielder Willie Bloomquist, there’s one clear detail
that makes his glove his.

It’s the “818” stitching along the edge, which does not stand for his
area code, as many believe. It’s the number of his future bobsled team
with former major leaguer Jason Kendall, who retired in 2010.

“We’re going to win the gold medal in the 2018 Olympics. Be the oldest
first-time Olympians and win the bobsled,” Bloomquist said. “We
haven’t even ever been in one, but we’re going to win it. We just
decided that’s something we’re going to try.”

For now, he’ll stick to baseball, using a glove he said picked him rather
than the other way around. For Bloomquist, the first feel determines if
the glove molds perfectly or if it’s going to take too much work to get it
just right.

David Kadlubowski/azcentral sports

July 24, 2013 - Diamondbacks' Paul Goldschmidt (44) is picky about his glove. 
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scoring position, holding
opponents to a .212 average in
those situations. … Stults has
thrown well in his past three
starts, posting a 2.14 ERA in 21
innings. Stults beat the
Diamondbacks by throwing a two-
hitter on June 14. 

COMING UP:
Saturday: At Chase Field, 5:10
p.m., Diamondbacks LHP Tyler
Skaggs (2-2, 4.11) vs. Padres RHP
Andrew Cashner (6-5, 3.84).
Sunday: At Chase Field, 1:10 p.m.,
Diamondbacks LHP Pat Corbin (12-
1, 2.31) vs. Padres RHP Tyson Ross
(1-4, 3.35).
Tuesday: At Tampa Bay, 4:10
p.m., Diamondbacks RHP Ian
Kennedy (3-7, 5.22) vs. Rays LHP
David Price (5-5, 3.75).

His current Rawlings model is two years into its tour of duty and
possibly close to retirement — though Bloomquist would rather have it
last until his own retirement years down the road because, hey, the
comfort of his own glove could be the difference between an out and a
hit.

“There are some balls, you know if you don’t have your glove, the ball
pops out on you,” Bloomquist said. “You don’t have to think about it
when you have your glove, you just go react. With a glove that maybe
isn’t your own or a newer one, the ball takes a different hop and (if)
you catch it a little bit wrong it, may pop out. Whereas your sweetheart,
it’s just going to stick in there.”

Eric Chavez might not share Bloomquist’s bobsled aspirations, but the
15-year veteran understands how his teammate feels about switching
gloves. He doesn’t want to do it, either.

“No, I’ll keep this one for sure,” Chavez replied quickly. “I’ve already got
new ones, and none of them feel the same.”

Chavez doesn’t have a real answer for why. He used a new glove every
season when he had a contract with Mizuno and the company regularly
provided him new equipment.

That was until three years ago, when he didn’t have a glove contract
anymore and committed to his current Louisville Slugger glove out of a
group of five others during spring training.

“I haven’t put it down since,” said the six-time Gold Glove winner.

Three years is a long time to keep a glove at the major-league level, and a player’s position is a significant
factor in terms of a glove’s longevity.

“The catching position is different than third base,” catcher Miguel Montero said. “Catching is ... I’m
catching the ball at 95 mph every time and every day, so (the) glove gets pretty beat up pretty quick. So I
might go through two to three gloves a year.”

Montero repairs his own gloves, not due to superstition but because he has the time and likes to do it. He
feels the same as his teammates when selecting a new one: It’s all about comfort.

“It’s just like putting on jeans,” Montero said. “You feel comfortable with these jeans better than the other
ones, and you might wear them more than the other ones. I like the feeling of my glove. I’m not die-hard for
my glove. It’s just a glove.”

Don’t tell Bloomquist that.
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