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UP NEXT:
D-Backs vs. Mets
When: Sunday at 1:10 p.m.
Where: Chase Field.
TV: FSAZ.
Radio: 620 AM, 106.9 FM, 710
AM.
Pitchers: Diamondbacks RHP Zeke
Spruill (0-1, 6.48) vs. Mets RHP
Jenrry Mejia (1-1, 1.96).
Roof hotline: 602-462-6262
Notable: Spruill suffered the loss in
his first major-league start on Aug.
1 against the Rangers, giving up
five runs — three on solo home
runs — in four innings. Spruill also
made four relief appearances for
the Diamondbacks in June, giving
up one run over 4 1/3 innings. …
Niese is making his first start in
nearly two months after dealing
with a slightly torn rotator cuff. In
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New York Mets' Ike Davis solid in Arizona homecoming

New York Mets fans wondered on Twitter if they should leave Ike Davis
in Arizona. No, they don’t want to get rid of him in the cacti-filled desert.
They want to see him keep performing the way they only vaguely
remember him doing.

The Scottsdale and ASU product hit 2 for 2 Saturday with two walks,
one intentional, in the Mets 4-1 win over the Diamondbacks in front of
42,450 at Chase Field.

It’s an eye-popping stat line for those who’ve followed the first baseman
in his four-year major league journey from the next face of the
franchise to the next possible has-been. What makes the pupils bulge
a little more is his intentional walk in the eighth to fill the bases with two
outs.

Yes, relief pitcher David Hernandez purposefully put Davis on first
instead of relying on his sub-par batting average to give the
Diamondbacks an escape from the inning.  

“I think a lot of times he’s still dangerous in a lot of people’s eyes even
those his numbers don’t relate to that,” manager Terry Collins said. “He
gets in the batter’s box and the other pitching coach and the other
pitcher know he’s the one guy who can do damage. In my estimation I
think they’re being very careful with him.”

His presence was at full force Saturday, following a second inning walk

Ralph Freso/Getty Images

Aug. 10, 2013 - Ike Davis of the New York Mets is congratulated by a teammate
John Buck after scoring a run against Diamondbacks on an RBI single.
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his last start, on June 20, he
received a no-decision, striking out
five but giving up three runs on
eight hits in 3 1/3 innings. Niese is
1-2 with a 6.85 ERA in four career
starts against the Diamondbacks.

COMING UP:
Monday: At Chase Field, 6:40
p.m., Diamondbacks LHP Wade
Miley (9-8, 3.56) vs. Orioles TBA.
Tuesday: At Chase Field, 6:40
p.m., Diamondbacks RHP Randall
Delgado (4-3, 3.48) vs. Orioles RHP
Miguel Gonzalez (8-5, 3.91).
Wednesday: At Chase Field, 12:40
p.m., Diamondbacks LHP Pat
Corbin (12-3, 2.36) vs. Orioles RHP
Chris Tillman (14-3, 3.73).

with a fourth inning double to deep center that he scored on off Wilmer
Flores’ single.

“I got two hits today from them throwing pitches over the plate and
earlier I would miss those,” said Davis, who is making sure to spend
time with family during the team’s only road trip to Arizona.

“Then if you give them more chances to hit a corner, you’re obviously
going to have bad games. So me being able to hit the pitch when they
miss and put it over the middle is why I’m walking more.”

To say Davis struggled early in the season is an understatement. The
first baseman could never push his batting average over .200. He
rarely made it on base, let alone hit the doubles and home runs that
brought Mets fans to their feet late last season.

He was demoted to Triple-A Las Vegas June 9 after seemingly weeks
of controversy about if he should be demoted for his own good. The
stint in Vegas seemed to help. The Mets called him back up the night
of July 4 and though his numbers aren’t all-star worthy, or even
notable, they’ve improved and he’s looked better doing it.

“Now he’s being a lot more patient than he was before he went down,”
Collins said, “and that’s let to him getting some base on ball.”

He’s also hitting better. In less than half the at-bats following his return to the team, Davis has almost as
many runs, hits and RBIs. His two hits Saturday pushed his batting average to .203.

“Being under the Mendoza line is not the best thing in the world,” Davis said, “but, you know, I’m hitting
better as of late and hitting on base a lot. It is nice to see .200 on the board. I haven’t been there all year.
So hopefully I can keep climbing.”

Mets fans just hope it doesn’t take playing in Arizona to continue the ascent. 
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